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MAY- AFRICA MONTH

On the 8" of May 1996 (10 years ago), the former President (at the time Vice President) of the Republic of South'Affica, Thabo Mbeki stood to

open the parliamentary session on the occasion of the passing of the new Constitution of South Africa.

Thabo Mbeki uttered:

“I'am an African.

| owe my being to the hills and the valleys, the
mountains and the'glades, the rivers, the
deserts, the trees, the'flowers, the seas and
the ever-changing seasons'that define the
face of our native land...

lLowe my being to the Khoi and the San'whose
desolate souls haunt the great expanses of the
beautiful Cape - they who fell victim to the
most merciless genocide our native land has
ever seen, they who were the first to lose their
lives in the struggle to defend our freedom
and independence and'they who, as a people,
perished in the result.

Today, as a country, we keep an inaudible and
audible silence about these ancestors of the
generations that live, fearful to admit the
horror of a former deed, seeking to obliterate
from ourmemories a cruel occurrence which,
in its remembering, should teach us not and
never to be inhuman again.

| am formed of the migrantswhe left Europe
to find a new home on our native land.
Whatever their own actions, they remain still
part of me.

| am the grandchild of the warrior men and
women that Hintsa and Sekhukhune'led, the
patriots that Cetshwayo and Mphepht'took to
battle, the soldiers Moshoeshoe and
Ngungunyane taught never to dishonour the
cause of freedom.

My mind and my'knewledge of myself is
formed by the victories'that are the jewels in
our African crown, the victories we earned
from Isandhlwana to Khartoum, @s Ethiopians
and as Ashanti of Ghana, as Berbers of the
desert...

I'am the child of Nongqgawuse. | am he who
made it possible to trade in the world markets
in diamonds,inrgeld, in the same food for
which our stomachs yearn.

| come of those who were transported from
India and China, whose being resided in the
fact, solely, that they were able to'provide
physical labour, who taught me that we could
both be at home and be foreign, who taught
me that human existence itself demanded
that freedom was a necessary condition for
that human existence.

Being part of all of these'people, and in the
knowledge that none dares'contest that
assertion, | shall claim that = Faman African.

VOX
POP

“Being able to speak
African languages
either than IsiXhosa.”- “The ability to know
your history and africa

roots.”- Lusindiso July

Kamva Tyalisi

“Being proud of your
country and wanting

eople to govern” —
peop g “To respect and

explore different
African cultures”-

Kamvelihle Faba

Siphosethu Jibliza

I am born of @ peeple who would not tolerate
oppression...

..It is a firm assertion made by ‘ourselves that
South Africa belongs to all who'livelin it, Black
and White.

It gives eoncrete expression to the sentiment
we share as Africans, and will defend to the
death, that the people shall govern.

Today it feels good to'bean African.

| am born of the peoples of the continent of
Africa.

Whatever the setbacks of the moment,
nothing ean stop us now! Whatever the
difficulties, Aftica shall be at peace!”

“The ability to play
indigenous games
(upuca, ggaphu...)” —
Babalwa Ntate

“Born and bred in
Africa”- Ibenam

Nkohla



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_South_Africa
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